
 

 

Dear Parishioners of Sacred Heart Church    

 

     Each year, the celebration of the Easter Vigil begins out of darkness.  The New Fire is 

lit and blessed.  From it, the Paschal Candle is lit and blessed.   The single, flickering 

flame of the Easter Candle is brought into the Church to light the candles of the 

Congregation gathered together.  Then, in that golden glow which fills the Church, our 

first song of Easter is proclaimed – the “Exsultet”.  It begins: 

Exult, let them exult, the hosts of heaven,                                                                                 

Exult, let Angel ministers of God exult,                                                                                       

Let the trumpet of salvation                                                                                                    

Sound aloud our mighty King’s triumph!                                                                                     

Be glad, let earth be glad, as glory floods her,                                                                               

Ablaze with light from her eternal King,                                                                                               

Let all corners of the earth be glad,                                                                                                

Knowing an end to gloom and darkness.                                                                                    

Rejoice, let Mother Church also rejoice,                                                                                       

Arrayed with the lightning of his glory,                                                                                                  

Let this holy building shake with joy,                                                                                               

Filled with the mighty voices of his peoples. 

Then, in Scripture and song we remember the story of our salvation – Creation and 

Covenant, Passover and Exodus, Prophecies and their fulfilment, suffering and sacrifice, 

resurrection and rebirth. So much are very story in these times.  There follows the 

invoking of the saints, blessing of water, baptism and the renewal of our promises, 

anointing and welcoming our new members.  Let us remember our catechumens and 

candidates in prayer as we look forward to their full initiation.  Then we partake of the 

bread and wine that becomes for us, the Bread of Life and the Chalice of Salvation, the 

Body and Blood of Christ, the heavenly banquet that we long to taste and see. “Christ 

our Passover has been sacrificed”, so that out of the darkness of our lives, our times, our 

world will come “The day the Lord has made” and we will be told “Do not be afraid!  He 

has been raised from the dead.” 

 As we pass by our empty churches and chapels and cathedrals, like darkened tombs, let 

us rejoice in knowing that our Risen Lord is coming to us as he came to his disciples that 
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first Easter:  in upper rooms and humble dwellings, supper tables and gatherings of just 

a few.  Let us be comforted that He journeys with us on our Passover, our Way of the 

Cross, our Road to Emmaus.  Even now, he is lovingly leading us forward to our future 

gathering at Sacred Heart Church where our hearts will burn within us as He opens up 

the Scriptures to us and we recognize Him in the breaking of the bread. 

For the past several years, our closing song at the Easter Vigil has been one called “Out 

of Darkness" Let it be our first song of Easter and our hymn of hope throughout this 

glorious season: 

Out of darkness the light of Christ will shine,                                                                                      

As the dawn of day breaks through the night.                                                                                    

Then the poor and oppressed will cry out and be heard                                                                            

By the light that rises from the night. 

Let the darkness flee from here                                                                                                              

Put an end to sadness and fear.                                                                                                                      

The hungry will eat, the sick will dance,                                                                                     

The dead will live again. 

A single flame, a flicker of hope                                                                                                                                             

Spreads like a sea of fire.                                                                                                                          

Open the door, shout to the night: 

WE  WILL  LIVE  AGAIN! 

 

 

Let us pray: 

O God, who on this day, through your Only Begotten Son,                                                                            

Have conquered death and unlocked for us the path to eternity,                                                   

Grant, we pray, that we who keep the solemnity of the Lord’s Resurrection                                                

May, through the renewal brought by your Spirit, rise up in the light of life.                                

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,                                                                                               

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,                                                       

One God, forever and ever.  Amen. 



 

And may the blessing of almighty God,                                                                                                

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,                                                                                       

Come down on you and remain with you for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Christ is Risen!                                                                                                                                          

Truly, He is Risen! 

 

With love and prayers, 

Father John 

 


